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TRAINING GOALS

• Regulatory Info/Applicability of Emission Inventory

• What is CAERS? 

• GECO EI & Application Walkthrough

• CAERS EI Updates & Opt-in /Opt-out Walkthrough

• EI QA & Opt-out Form 

• HAPs Guidance Updates

• Lessons learned in 2021EI

• Resource Info/ What’s Next

• Q & A
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EMISSION INVENTORY 

REGULATION/APPLICABILITY
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EI REGULATORY BASIS

Regulations requiring GA EPD to collect an Emissions Inventory

1. Federal: 40 CFR Part 51 Subpart A - Air Emissions Reporting Requirements 

(AERR) and the EPA Air Planning Agreement

2. State: Georgia Rule 391-3-1-.02(6)(b)1.

States are required to annually report actual point source emissions data to EPA 

by December 31st.  GA EPD requires participating facilities to report data by 

June 30th. 
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Annual Year PTE Thresholds

Pollutant (tons per year)

SO2 ≥ 2500

VOC ≥ 250

NOx ≥ 2500

CO ≥ 2500

Pb --

Primary PM10 ≥ 250

Primary PM2.5 ≥ 250

NH3 ≥ 250
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APPLICABILITY

All Part 70 Major Sources are 

subject.
• Exceptions include:

• Permitted but not constructed

• Federally Enforceable Permit Limit (e.g., 

Synthetic Minor or Major HAP sources)

• Shutdown during the entire calendar year

2022 EI Year is an Annual Year 
1. Annual thresholds are higher than Triennial 

Year thresholds

2. Thresholds are PTE-based



WHAT IS CAERS?
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WHAT IS CAERS?

CAERS (Combined Air Emissions Reporting System) is an application that 

allows industry from subscribed State, Local, or Tribal authorities (or SLTs) to 

report their air emissions.

This allows:

• SLT’s to meet specific air emissions reporting requirements 

• Annual or triennial reporting to meet the requirements of the Air Emissions 

Reporting Requirements (AERR) rule

• Facilities to voluntarily report HAPs emissions at process level which could be 

used to pre-populate Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) air toxics emissions.

• TRI data must still be completed and certified in TRI-MEweb

• EPD is continuously encouraging facilities to submit HAPs emissions to CAERS
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CAERS USER ROLES

Preparer

• Is authorized to determine EI participation via CAERS and/or prepare an 

emissions report for a facility (e.g., consultant, staff person working for the 

facility).  

• A facility can have multiple preparers (each with an individual account associated 

with the facility). 

• If submitting HAPs data for TRI within CAERS, this could include the TRI preparer.

• A single preparer can be associated with more than one facility (an individual 

account associated with several facilities).

• A preparer does not fulfill the same role as the Certifier 

• Not authorized to certify opt-out status

• Not authorized to certify and submit the report on behalf of the facility
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CAERS USER ROLES

Certifier

• Can determine EI participation status via CAERS and/or prepare the emissions 

report 

• Is authorized to certify the emissions report or opt out of the EI to meet your 

legal obligation for reporting to your SLT.  

• Only one Certifier for a facility.

• A single Certifier can have multiple facilities (multiple facilities associated with 

the certifier account).

• The Certifier can also be a preparer (only one CAERS account needed).

• Total toxics air emissions are made available for TRI-MEweb once the facility 

has certified the report in CAERS. Note: CAERS certification is not a certification 

of the TRI submission.  Toxics air data are certified in TRI-MEweb, not CAERS. 
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GECO EI APPLICATION 

WALKTHROUGH
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SIGNING IN
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Register for an account if new to GECO

https://geco.gaepd.org/

https://geco.gaepd.org/


ACCESS TO YOUR FACILITY (1)
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Returning users with EI access – Facilities 

will be listed and the EI box checked. Click 

on “Facility Name” to access the EI 

application.

New Users – Request access to your facility 

using the hyper link on the home page. 



ACCESS TO YOUR FACILITY (2)
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Request EI access

Check box if admin users are 

unavailable or need EPD assistance



APPLICATION STATUS MENU
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Access 2022 EI Application here

Main Emission Inventory Contact can be 

changed within application or here.

Managing user access for facility admins.



EI HOME PAGE
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EI HOME PAGE
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Step 1: Review facility information. 

Email EPD if there is a mistake. 

Historical Emission Inventory Data – data up to 

2018 available on the GECO website. EI data from 

2019 to present will be available in CAERS.

Step 2: Verify or add your 

preparer(s) and certifier information.

Step 3: Verify any other contact information.



FACILITY INFORMATION
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Step 1: Review facility 

information 
Please contact us for any facility 

information discrepancy.



EI CONTACT INFORMATION – CAERS 
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Step 2: Verify or add your 

preparer(s) and certifier 

information. Note that you can 

change users at any time.

Click to save and continue.

If a single person 

serves both roles, 

they must be added 

as preparer and 

certifier.



EI CONTACT INFORMATION – CAERS 
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Add additional preparers. Modify current users.



EI CONTACT INFORMATION – OTHER 
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Step 3: Verify any other contact 

information.



EI HOME PAGE – OPT-OUT FORM
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Operating Title V facilities that do not qualify to 

participate in the annual EI must download Opt-Out 

form



OPT-OUT FORM (1)
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Light yellow cells are drop-down lists.

Permanently/Temporarily shutdown facilities 

will not submit an opt out form



• Opting out for the first time: use PTE emissions 

from permit that correspond to the EI calendar year

• Previously opted out: Review previously 

submitted PTE emissions and update (as needed)

OPT-OUT FORM (2)
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Annual PTE Thresholds

Sources to determine PTE:

• Permit and/or permit narrative

• Initial or renewal Title V applications

• PTE Guidelines

(See GA EI webpage for links)

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/submit-emissions-inventory


OPT-OUT FORM (3)
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Select PTE emissions 

justification: 

• Permit limit condition

• PTE from TV application

• Pollutant not emitted

• Lead (Pb) is not a determining 

pollutant for an annual EI year

so no response required



OPT-OUT FORM (4)
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Provide the following as indicated:

• Permit condition

• TV permit application

Any additional information can be 

provided below table, on another tab, 

or another spreadsheet

There will be a short video of how to fill out an opt-out form.



EI HOME PAGE – LINK TO CDX
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Click here to be directed to CDX to access participation prompts in CAERS.



LINK TO CDX LOG IN
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Register/Update CAERS contact information

• CAERS opened on February 6th

• Emails were sent on February 2nd

announcing that CAERS is open for 2022 

EI data



NEW CAERS FEATURES
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NEW OPT-OUT PROCESS IN CAERS
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Answering “Yes” to the second question 

will send you to the opt-out form that 

requires an attached opt-out form found 

through GECO. 

Answering “No” to the first question will be 

directed to certify your report with no opt-

out form needed. 



NEW NAICS CODES

• For inventory year 2022, NAICS codes are being updated. This is part of 

the regular 5-year updates of NAICS codes. 

• If you have an outdated NAICS, the system will indicate this to you.

• Georgia does not allow facilities to edit NAICS in GECO. If your facility 

has an outdated or incorrect NAICS, please reach out via 

emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov so we can make the correction before 

you certify and submit.
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CAERS OPT-OUT/IN  

WALKTHROUGH
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CAERS – OPT OUT 
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Opt-out scenarios

• Operating but 

under thresholds

• Temporarily/

Permanently 

Shutdown all of 

2022

Statement that explains your 

selection and next steps.

Facilities that 

never operated or 

currently in 

construction, do 

not need to submit 

an EI



CAERS – OPT OUT 
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Attach opt-out form and any other proof of 

PTE documentation (excel files only).

Attach PTE analysis before 

you can certify your opt-out 

status.



CAERS – OPT IN 
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Submit to begin 2022 EI.



GEORGIA INTERNAL QA CHECKS
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GEORGIA INTERNAL QA CHECKS (1)

• Opt out status review

• Verify shut-down status (no form required)

• Review opt out form for operating and below AERR annual thresholds

• Control units 

• Applicable permit and previous CAERS entry

• Quality Check Run Results: Warning review

• Co-located facilities

• Each co-located facility must report if collectively PTE thresholds are exceeded
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GEORGIA INTERNAL QA CHECKS (2)

• Emissions Data

• Facility-wide CAP pollutants totals ≥ 100 tpy

• Calculations for process level emissions data are checked for correctness and reproducibility

• Facility-wide CAP pollutants totals increase/decrease of >20% from previous year

• Reasons that the total emissions are increased or decreased > 20%

• PM2.5 check for facilities in the following counties: Bibb, Chatham, Clarke, 

Dougherty, Fulton, Glynn, Hall, Houston, Lowndes, Muscogee, Richmond, 

Washington and Dade, Walker, and Catoosa (counties near Chattanooga)

• Lead (Pb) – If Pb is emitted, it must still be reported annually

• Possible HAPs QA checks if reported

• Total HAPs emissions increased or decreased >10%

• The reason for such difference of total HAPs
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HAPS GUIDANCE UPDATES
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HAPS PILOT PROGRAM

• Georgia EPD is in the stakeholder process about planning to recommend the Board 

of Natural Resources to adopt regulations requiring HAPs reporting in the future.

• The 2023 HAP pilot program is currently recruiting. Participating in the pilot 

program will allow input into implementation and guidance process, including 

reporting thresholds and exemptions.

• If your facility has HAPs emissions and is interested in knowing more, send an email 

to emily.phillips@dnr.ga.gov with “HAPs Pilot Program” as the subject.

• We are continuing to encourage facilities to voluntarily report HAPs in CAERS. 

Benefits of reporting HAPs include:

• Regular HAP-focused help sessions for facilities that want to voluntarily report.

• HAPs data reported to CAERS could be used to pre-populate Toxics Release Inventory 

(TRI) air toxics emissions
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HAPS GUIDANCE

40

HAPs can be reported in CAERS just like CAPS.



HAPS GUIDANCE
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VOC HAP

PM HAP

When a VOC or PM HAP is reported, it should also be included in the 

corresponding CAP total. Total HAP cannot not exceed CAP total.

Note: HAP emissions should match what is reported to TRI.

Total VOC

Total PM

Total VOC (57.94 tons) ≥ Total HAP VOC (4.50 tons) ✓

Total PM10 (1.02 tons) ≥ Total PM HAP (0.00017 tons) ✓



LESSONS LEARNED FROM 2021EI
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LESSONS LEARNED FROM 2021 EI 

• Errors

• Fuel usage value 

• If process has same unit between the throughput and fuel usage, the value should be same. 

• Process or Unit is operating but no emissions reported

• If process or unit is operating, reporting detail including emissions need be reported

• Heat content

• Check CAERS User Guide Appendix C.1 for units and referring values

• Triennial Emissions data

• EPA released triennial 2020 EI data this Feb. 

• Any reported emissions over  annual Threshold, facility need opt-in Annual cycle

• If lead is over 0.5 TPY in triennial cycle, lead emissions need be added to EI. 
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REVIEW OF HOW TO CORRECT CONTROLS ERROR & 

WARNING
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1. Processes can 

be found through 

the “Emissions 

Inventory” menu 

on the left-hand 

side under the 

control device 

listed.

2. Find the “Release 

Points Associated” 

section and select the 

edit button.

3. Add control path 

in the “Release 

Point 

Apportionment” 

menu.

Controls are added to a device 

through the process page. 



RESOURCES AND NEXT STEPS
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RESOURCES

• GECO EI Application Training PowerPoint and Recording

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/air-
emissions/submit-emissions-inventory

• CAERS User guide

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/air-
emissions/submit-emissions-inventory

Can also be accessed from within CAERS

• Past EPA CAERS Webinar Recordings

https://www.epa.gov/e-enterprise/e-enterprise-combined-air-emissions-reporting-caer
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Updated user guide

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/air-emissions/submit-emissions-inventory
https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/air-emissions/submit-emissions-inventory
https://www.epa.gov/e-enterprise/e-enterprise-combined-air-emissions-reporting-caer


WHAT’S NEXT?
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• EPA Training (January and February 2023)
• CAERS EI User Interface

• CAERS EI Bulk Uploading Template

• CAERS EI Control Path

• Please visit https://www.epa.gov/combined-air-emissions-reporting/combined-air-

emissions-reporting-system-caers to view the training recordings. 

• Live Virtual Help Sessions (Every Tuesday/Thursday from April – July)

• Georgia EPD will QA the EI data as soon as it is submitted

• Georgia EPD might reach out to the QA’d facilities after June 30 or after 

we QA the EI data about the errors or data verifications

https://www.epa.gov/combined-air-emissions-reporting/combined-air-emissions-reporting-system-caers


THANK YOU
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Your efforts are very appreciated. You help us reach our goal 

of obtaining and maintaining an accurate emissions inventory 

for the state of Georgia. Thank you for your patience, all the 

work that you do and cooperating with us to achieve this 

common goal!



QUESTIONS

Contact us at: 

emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov
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